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December 14, 1988 
2159C:CM:clt 

INTRODUCED BY: Lois North 

PROPOSED NO. 88 - 735 

MOTION NO. 738f) 
A MOTION directing the Executive to prepare 
request for proposals to provide a blanket 
contract for county agencies, to refer 
delinquent accounts to a pre-collection or 
collection agency for public safety towing 
and false alarm, district court probation, 
adult detention work release and public 
works-development inspection accounts. 

WHEREAS, there is presently no organized and systematic 

process within King County government which provides for the 

effective follow-up and collection on delinquent non-tax accounts 

receivable, and 

WHEREAS, each county agency is left on its own to determine 

the extent of collection enforcement on delinquent accounts, and 

WHEREAS, the average annual growth in delinquent accounts 

between December 1983 and July 1988 is 26.6% over this four and 

one-half year period, and 

WHEREAS, collection rates from other public agencies on 

delinquent accounts range from 9% to 16% recovery of fees, and 

WHEREAS, for 1988, four account groups: delinquent public 

safety towing and false alarms; district court probation; adult 

detention work release; and public works-development inspection 

accounts, currently total over $1,471,547, and 

WHEREAS, it is in the public's interest to maximize the 

collection of the county's delinquent accounts, and 

WHEREAS, prompt enforcement and collection of fees established 

by county ordinance instills citizen respect for county government; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County: 

A. The King County executive prepare request for proposals for 

providing a blanket contract to pre-collection or collection 

agencies which will offer the maximum net revenue to the county 

for collection of the public safety towing and false alarm, 

district court probation, adult detention work release, and public 

works-development inspection accounts for 1989. 

B. The King County executive devise whatever policies and 

procedures may be deemed necessary to provide for central 

coordination of all collections enforcement-related materials and 

work from the affected county agencies, which coordination is to 

include but is not limited to the formulation of criteria for the 

identification of collectible delinquent accounts, a standard 

format for use by affected county agencies in preparing delinquent 

accounts for collection, methods for more accurately reflecting 

collectible and uncollectible accounts with the county·s financial 

statements, criteria for identifying and deleting uncollectible 

delinquent accounts after a fixed period of time to be determined, 

the formulation of policies governing the reasonable imposition of 

penalties and the emendation of existing ordinances, as 
~ 

21 lIappropriate~ 

22 C. The King County executive is requested to present to the 

23 c 0 u n c i 1 for its con sid era t ion and rev i e w a p 1 a n for the 

24 implementaiton of collections of delinquent accounts which is to 

25 II inc 1 u d e the R e que s t for Pro p 0 sal s for a b 1 a n k etc 0 n t r act to 

26 II pre - colle c t ion 0 r colle c t ion age n c i e san d the met hod s d e vis edt 0 

27 insure central coordination of the collection-related efforts of 

28 a f f e c ted c 0 u n t y age n c i e s, n 0 1 ate r t han Apr il 1, 1 9 8 9 • 

29 
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32 

33 
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738G 

D. The King County executive is requested to devise criteria 

for evaluating the cost effectiveness and benefit of the 

experience of collection efforts on these delinquent accounts in 

King County in 1989, which collections efforts, if deemed 

successful, will be expanded to other accounts in the following 

Iyear. 
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